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This section contains information to assist providers in billing for pathology procedures related to drug testing services.
Drug Assay Codes
The two major categories for drug assay testing codes are presumptive drug class and definitive drug class.  Presumptive drug class procedures are used to identify possible use or non-use of a drug or drug class.  Definitive drug class procedures are qualitative or quantitative tests to identify possible use or non-use of a specific drug.
Presumptive Drug
The lists below contain drugs or classes of drugs that are commonly 
Class Screening
assayed by presumptive procedures:

Drug Class List A
· Alcohol

· Amphetamines

· Barbituates

· Benzodiazepines

· Buprenorphine

· Cocaine metabolite

· Heroin metabolite

· Methadone

· Methadone metabolite

· Methamphetamine

· Methaqualone

· Methylenedioxymethamphetamine

· Opiates

· Oxycodone

· Phencyclidine

· Propoxyphene

· Tetrahydrocannabinol metabolites

· Tricyclic antidepressants

Drug Class List B

· Acetaminophen

· Carisoprodo/Meprobamate

· Ethyl glucuronide

· Fentanyl

· Ketamine

· Meperidine

· Methylphenidate

· Nicotine/Cotinine

· Salicylate

· Synthetic cannabinoids

· Tapentadol

· Tramadol

· Zolpidem

· Not otherwise specified

Drug Screening Tests
Providers should use the following HCPCS codes to bill drug 

screening tests.

HCPCS

Code
Description
G0477
Drug test(s), presumptive, any number of drug classes; any number of devices or procedures, (e.g., immunoassay) capable of being read by direct optical observation only (e.g., dipsticks, cups, cards, cartridges), includes sample validation when performed, per date of service

G0478
any number of devices or procedures, (e.g., immunoassay) read by instrument-assisted direct optical observation (e.g., dipsticks, cups, cards, cartridges), includes sample validation when performed, per date of service

G0479
any number of devices or procedures by instrumented chemistry analyzers utilizing immunoassay, enzyme assay, TOF, MALDI, LDTD, DESI, DART, GHPC, GC mass spectrometry, includes sample validation when performed, per date of service
HCPCS

Code
Description
G0480
Drug test(s), definitive, utilizing drug identification methods able to identify individual drugs and distinguish between structural isomers (but not necessarily stereoisomers), including, but not limited to GC/MS (any type, single or tandem) and LC/MS (any type, single or tandem and excluding immunoassays and enzymatic methods); qualitative or quantitative, all sources(s), includes specimen validity testing, per day, 1-7 drug class(es), including metabolite(s) if performed

G0481
qualitative or quantitative, all sources(s), includes specimen validity testing, per day, 
8 – 14 drug class(es), including metabolite(s) if performed

G0482
qualitative or quantitative, all sources(s), includes specimen validity testing, per day, 
15 – 21 drug class(es), including metabolite(s) if performed

G0483
qualitative or quantitative, all sources(s), includes specimen validity testing, per day, 22 or more drug class(es), including metabolite(s) if performed

The frequency limit for codes G0477 – G0483 is once per week for any provider.

For more information regarding the use of drug screening method procedure codes and drug confirmation procedure codes, refer to the HCPCS code book.

Quantitative Testing
When billing quantitative tests (for the amount of a known drug) for a

Billing Guidelines
drug overdose patient or a comatose patient or for therapeutic drug monitoring, providers should use the code for the specific drug in question (therapeutic assay codes 80150 – 80299 and/or chemistry codes 82009 – 84999).

CPT-4

Code
Description

80155
Caffeine

80159
Clozapine

80163
Digoxin; free

80165
Valproic acid; free

80169
Everolimus

80171
Gabapentin

80175
Lamotrigine

80177
Levetiracetam

80180
Mycophenolate (mycophenolic acid)

80183
Oxcarbazepine

80199
Tiagabine

80203
Zonisamide
Codes Not Split-Billable
The following CPT-4 codes are not split-billable and must not be billed with modifier 26, 99 or TC.
CPT-4
Code
Description
82044
Albumin; urine, microalbumin, semiquantitative (e.g., reagent strip assay)

82962
Glucose, blood by glucose monitoring device(s) cleared by the FDA specifically for home use

83013
Helicobacter pylori; breath test analysis for urease activity, non-radioactive isotope

83014
Helicobacter pylori; drug administration

83951
Oncoprotein; des-gamma-carboxy-prothrombin (DCP)

85397
Coagulation and fibrinolysis, functional activity, not otherwise specified (e.g., ADMTS-13), each analyte

87905
Infectious agent enzymatic activity other than virus (e.g., sialidase activity in vaginal fluid)
Screening Test Frequency
Medi-Cal considers a screening test frequency averaging once per week to be the maximum utilization.  The most frequent use of this type of drug testing is for monitoring compliance in drug rehabilitation programs.
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