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Certification for School Entry
1

This section includes provider requirements to certify that health assessments were performed for children just entering school.

Certification for School Entry
California State law requires that a child entering first grade must provide the school with a certificate documenting receipt of a health assessment or a waiver of the assessment signed by the parent or legal guardian.  A child’s personal physician may certify the individual for school entry if there is documentation that the physician has performed a physical examination and provided ongoing care during the 18-month period prior to or within 90 days following entrance into the first grade.  The medical care must have included all applicable health assessment procedures.


CHDP program policies and local schools urge parents to schedule a health assessment for their child upon entry into kindergarten. 

Certification of Health
Providers supply the parent or guardian of a child entering 

Assessment:  PM 171 A
kindergarten or the first grade with a Report of Health Examination for School Entry form (PM 171 A) to show that the child has received the appropriate health assessments.  Providers must supply certification for all children whether or not the CHDP program reimburses for the health assessment.  See the Report of Health Examination for School Entry (PM 171 A) form in the Appendix of this manual.
Waiver of Health
If a health assessment is refused by the parent or legal guardian, the

Assessment:  PM 171 B
parent or guardian must submit to the school a signed Waiver of Health Examination for School Entry form (PM 171 B).  See the Waiver of Health Examination for School Entry (PM 171 B) form in the Appendix of this manual.

Where to Obtain
Providers may contact the local CHDP program for a supply of 

Health Certificates
PM 171 A or PM 171 B forms, download one from the CHDP Web site 

at www.dhcs.ca.gov/services/chdp or photocopy one from the 

Appendix of this manual.









Provider Responsibilities:  Certification for School Entry
CHDP 35
September 2007

