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Child Health and Disability

Prevention (CHDP) Program


Health and Safety Code, Section 124025, et seq., established the Child Health and Disability Prevention (CHDP) program.  When the CHDP program was implemented in 1973, its primary purpose was to implement Federal Medicaid Early and Periodic Screening mandates in California.  Over the years, the program has expanded to assure that all low-income children and youth in California have access to preventive health care services.  The program has been financed by State funds, drawing from the General Fund and Tobacco Settlement Fund, to provide non-Medi-Cal eligible children and youth younger than 19 years of age with the same services as those available to Medi-Cal recipients younger than 21 years of age.

Annually, approximately 1.1 million children and youth have received
State-funded CHDP health assessments and over two million immunizations.  Effective July 2003 the CHDP program is a “Gateway” 

maximizing the enrollment of uninsured children and youth in Medi-Cal.  

Many of the children and youth served otherwise would not have been 

eligible for, or enrolled in, other health care.
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